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FOREST OF ROSSENDALE BRIDLEWAYS ASSOCIATION 
If you are a new member – welcome to FORBA!  Newsletters are sent out 2 or 3 times a year with 3 or 4 months diary dates.  Please mark up your calendar if you want to attend, as reminders of dates are not sent out.  We hope you will enjoy our monthly activities, which are usually rides.  Although we try to be a friendly and relaxed group, we feel that in this age of always putting the blame on someone else when accidents happen, it is important to observe some basic rules.  Riding in a group always carries more risk of kicking and other types of accident.  Not only do we want to avoid legal action between members and/or organisers for injuries etc., we would prefer to avoid the incident altogether.  Unless we can guarantee a reasonable level of behaviour, we are not prepared to accept the responsibility of taking people out in a group.  Our rides are meant to be fun – let’s keep them that way by assuming a good code of conduct.

Our monthly rides are normally led rides – they are far quicker to arrange and alter at the last minute, and way marking and route descriptions take up too much time!  Below are some basic rules we insist on when riding in a group.
Riding Etiquette 

· As when hunting, it is not only bad manners, but down right dangerous to overtake the ride leader and “take your own line”.  The ride leader will be someone who not only knows the way, but more importantly has experience at setting a suitable pace for the whole ride. “Lack of brakes” is downright dangerous and will not be tolerated – please bit your horse accordingly.
· Please do not bring your horse if you know it is unreliable in a group or on the road.  Groups rides are never suitable for excitable or novice horses – please check with Chris. 

· Any horse even remotely likely to kick must wear a red ribbon and stay at the back.  There are no exceptions to this rule! 
However, in fairness to the horse in front of you, ALWAYS allow a safe gap – if you don’t you are asking for trouble.
· Never move off whilst someone is struggling to close a gate – it may be your turn next.
· As most horse related accidents occur on rural roads, in the interest of your own safety, fluorescent gear, or bright clothing is compulsory.
· It would be appreciated if everyone arrived in plenty of time to pay their money to Chris before unloading and tacking up.

PLEASE RING A DAY OR TWO BEFORE A RIDE TO LET CHRIS KNOW OF YOUR INTENTION TO ATTEND, AS SOMETIMES PARKING PERMISSION HAS TO BE (RE-) ARRANGED DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF BOXES EXPECTED.  YOU WILL ALSO GET TO KNOW OF LAST MINUTE CHANGES OF VENUE OR A CANCELLATION!!

SUNDAY RIDES SET OFF AT 11.00 AM AND EVENING RIDES 6.45 PM PROMPT.  

Rides are strictly members only.
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