As far as we understand, this is the first EQUITHON and first horse riding marathon specifically designed to raise funds for charity in the UK - so the event is unique!.

 The event is open to all riders and may be ridden by individuals or as a team of 4.  The classes have been designed as Elite and Open classes to accommodate both regular endurance riders and those riders who have done very little or no endurance riding before.

 We are very fortunate in that the Duke of Westminster has kindly offered to host the event on the Eaton Estate, just south of Chester.

 The closing date is 6 weeks before the event: Monday 3rd August 2009 - so to allow riders to train their horses and raise their sponsorship.  However, depending on entries, the event will be held open thereafter with the remaining places offered on a first come basis.

 I would be very grateful if you could promote this ride via your contacts - especially to the regional Riding Clubs.  I do appreciate that many clubs will have their own events - but some riders may wish to take up this challenge by doing something different and for 7 good reasons!  Perhaps a little friendly rivalry between clubs entering a team would be good.

 I have attached the event entry form and flyer with ride details - if you could forward these on I would be grateful.

 Alternatively, further details and entry forms may be obtained from:

 www.endurancegbcheshire.co.uk
 search / google 'equithon' or 'cheshire endurance'

 or by phoning me directly on 01270 628052.

 Thank you kindly,

 Steph Wagstaff Bethell

Cheshire Endurance and Equithon organiser
Entry forms etc below

	ENTRY AND REGISTRATION for the  First EQUITHON 

Sponsored CHARITY CHALLENGE
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Riding for Charity
	Official use only

	
	
	Rider Number
	Start

Time

	SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2009

	
	
	

	Rider Name
	

	Address


	

	
	
	Phone No
	

	Vehicle Registration
	
	Mobile No
	

	e-mail address
	

	Age if under 16
	                                       Note: riders aged 14 or under must be accompanied by an adult.

	Are you a member of an Endurance Riding organisation?
	Yes  /  No     EGB      Sport Endurance

(delete as appropriate)

	Horse Name
	
	Sex 
(circle as appropriate)
	    G       M       S

	Registered Owner of horse (name and address)
	


	Class Entry and Registration             (tick as appropriate)
	Individual Rider
	Elite Team Rider

(Endurance riders)
	Open Team Rider

(Open to public)

	1.  Equithon   £15   (£12 EGB member) 
	
	
	

	Please name your team members
	

	2.  Half Equithon  £15  (£12 EGB member)
	
	
	

	Please name your team members
	

	3.  Mini Equithon  £10   (£8 EGB member)
	
	
	

	Which Charity/ies do you wish to raise funds in aid of ? (maximum of two, tick as appropriate)
Sponsorship requirements: £20 for 1 charity selected; £10 each for 2 charities selected

	World Horse Welfare
	HAPPA
	The Brooke
	NW Air Ambulance
	Spinal Injuries Association
	Christie’s
	Alder Hey Children’s Hospital

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	DRESS: A hard hat of PAS 015, BSEN 1384, EN 1384 or ASTM/SEI standard must be worn with the chinstrap securely fastened.  If riding footwear without a heel is worn, a suitable caged front to the stirrup must be fitted. Competitors may not ride in Wellington Boots.  Whips may not exceed 75cm in length.  Spurs are not permitted.

	DISCLAIMER: I understand that, save for death or personal injury caused by negligence, neither the organising committee of the ride, nor Endurance GB, accept any liability for any accident, damage, injury or illness to horses, owners, riders, ground spectators or any other person or property whatsoever.  I understand that riding is a risk sport and I have the competence to undertake the class I have entered.  The ride is being organised under Endurance GB rules, which I will observe.  A copy of the rules will be on display at the ride or can be obtained from Central Office at a cost of £5 including postage.

	Enclosures: 

	A LARGE SAE (at least 7”x10”)  with sufficient postage to cover the return of your Ride Information Pack and sponsorship form/s
	Tick:

	Ride Entry Fee (Cheques made payable to ‘Cheshire Group – Endurance GB’)
	£

	Signature of Rider or Parent / Guardian (if rider is under the age of 16)
	Date: 

	Entry return to: Mrs M Maguire, 6 Martlett Avenue, Disley, Stockport, Cheshire. SK12 2JH  phone01663 763237
	


	www.endurancegbcheshire.co.uk
	EQUITHON

SPONSORED CHARITY
	  Riding for Charity
EQUITHON is a registered Trade Mark

	www.endurancegb.co.uk
	CHALLENGE 

SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2009
	


Test yourself and your horse by riding the first ever EQUITHON.

A charity challenge, to raise funds to aid seven charity organisations by riding a full, half or mini marathon distance.

  Three classes are available to enter:
	1.  ABC SUPABED  . EQUITHON (26 miles)

   1a. Equithon ELITE TEAM Charity Challenge

   1b. CREWE SADDLERY Equithon OPEN TEAM Charity Challenge
	@ £15.00 entry per rider                   (£12 for EGB members)

	2. Hallwood Feed Store HALF EQUITHON (13 miles) 

  2a. Half Equithon ELITE TEAM Charity Challenge

   2b. Half Equithon OPEN TEAM Charity Challenge   
	@ £15.00 entry per rider                   (£12 for EGB members)

	3. MINI EQUITHON (2.6 miles)
	@ £10.00 entry per rider                   (£8 for EGB members)


PLUS: ELITE and OPEN competitions for classes 1 and 2 for teams of 4 riders to complete the ride distance in the best cumulative time.   Prizes will be awarded to the best performing individuals, teams and to individuals who raise the most sponsorship.
Location: The ride is to be held south of Chester on local bridleways and, by kind permission from the Duke of Westminster, land of the Grosvenor Estate.
For further details and tips to improve the fitness of yourself and your horse, visit the web site of the Cheshire Group of Endurance GB (web address above).

Entry form: Overleaf

Closing date for entries: MONDAY 3rd AUGUST 2009    (for training your horse and raising sponsorship; rider numbers limited to 350 for this first event– places allocated on a first come, first serve basis)
Available: Catering, photographs, toilets, on-site vet, CB checkpoints, demonstrations, charities and sponsors presence.  
Horses in regular work should easily achieve classes 2 and 3.  For those aiming to complete the EQUITHON will need to undertake additional training.
  AIDING SEVEN CHARITIES:
	WHW
Registered Charity No. 206658, SCO38384

www.worldhorsewelfare.org.uk
	World Horse Welfare is a leading international charity dedicated to caring for the horses of today and tomorrow. We help horses today - by rescuing, rehabilitating and re-homing horses in Britain and providing veterinary care abroad. We help horses tomorrow - by campaigning, education and training. No other organisation in the world does more for horses than World Horse Welfare.


	HAPPA
Registered Charity No. 1085211

www.happa.org.uk
	The Horses and Ponies Protection Association is one of the oldest and most respected charities for equine welfare.  HAPPA founded in 1937 aims to prevent cruelty, suffering and neglect of equines through education, welfare, rescue and rehabilitation. The charity investigates complaints from the general public about horse welfare. Equines are taken into care at two rescue centre in Lancashire and Gwent and re-homed where possible under a legally binding agreement. Instrumental in achieving better protection for equines, HAPPA still campaigns to improve current legislation.

	BROOKE


	Registered Charity No. 1085760

www.thebrooke.org
	The Brooke is committed to reaching five million of the horses, donkeys and mules suffering the most in the world. We are determined to make sure that these animals have a better life now through free veterinary treatment – and a happier future through training their owners to help their own animals and research to reveal the best solutions for animal suffering.

	ALDER HEY


	Registered Charity No. 1105610

www.imagineappeal.com
	Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust is one of the largest and busiest children's hospitals in Europe. The Trust has a world class reputation for saving the lives of sick children and a proud history of medical achievement and clinical innovation. It is an international centre of excellence, treating more than 200,000 children a year. 

	SPINAL INJURIES ASS


	Registered Charity No. 1054097

www.spinal.co.uk
	The Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) is the leading national charity for spinal cord injured people. The SIA are unique in that we are a user led organisation with all our Trustees being spinal cord injured themselves.  

	CHRISTIES

Registered Charity No. 1049751

www.christies.org
	Christie’s raises money for The Christie in Manchester, one of the largest cancer treatment centres in Europe treating about 40,000 patients every year.                                                                                                              We raise funds for both patient care and groundbreaking research into cancer treatment.  Our vision is a future without cancer and we want to provide ever more effective treatments for our patients so their chances of surviving cancer are greatly increased.

	NW AIR AMBULANCE
Registered Charity No. 1075641

www.northwestairambulance.com
	The North West Air Ambulance (NWAA) is a unique regional medical air emergency service covering Lancashire, Greater Manchester, Cheshire, Merseyside and Cumbria.  Established in 1999, the NWAA is a registered charity receiving no mainstream funding, yet it offers a vital service seven days a week, 365 days a year across 5,500 square miles serving a residential population of seven million.


Sponsorship very generously given by:
	Hallwood Feed Store                     07799 640036
	LANDTECH SOLUTIONS          01925 730110

	Crewe Saddlery – Just 4 Saddles 01270 584551
	Chevalian Equine Spa                  01691 690100

	ABC Together Ltd                          0151 512 2200
	


Prizes very kindly donated by:

	Sweet Meadow Horse Feeds STAMINA MIX–Youngs Animal Feeds.                         01782  791208
	Chelford Farm Supplies         01625 861588

	Nantwich Saddlery                     01270  627457
	THE HANDY RANGE                       01925 751463

	Cheerbrook Quality Farm Food Limited  01270  666431
	Living Venture (meal for 4 + bottle of champagne)


