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Bury Old Road

From junction with Michael Wife Lane, via Hollins Lane Farm, Horncliffe, Balladen to junction with New Barn Lane

List of Documentary Evidence

1622  Lease for Sheffield Gate (Lancs. RO, DDX/118/127/3)

1760 Estate Plan (Lancashire Records Office, DDX/118/153/2), photocopy
‘A Plan of that part of Dearden Moor in dispute, that lies between Mr Livesey’s Common & Mr Townsend’s Common within the Manor of Tottington’

Part of the claimed route is shown on western boundary of plan and described as ‘The Road to Manchester’

1762  Quarter Sessions Indictment (Lancs. RO QJI/2/12) (transcript and notes by John Simpson, BA (Hons), Consultant Local Historian, Helmshore, Rossendale)

‘That the Kings Highway within Edenfield . . . from a certain place dividing Edenfield aforesaid and Walmsley . . .called Newhall Brook otherwise Mitchelwife Brook to a certan other place there called Balladen Brook in length one Mile and an half leading from the Market Town of Manchester to the Market Town of Burnley . . . is very strait narrow and in great decay for the want of repair and enlargement so that the Subjects of our said Lord the King through the same by themselves or with their Oxen horses Carts and Cariages cannot go ride pass and repass without great danger . . . and that the Inhabitants of Edenfield  . . . ought to repair and enlarge the same. 1762 July 22  Quashed’

‘Notes 
‘The modern name for Newhall or Mitchelwife Brook is Dearden Brook.  In 1760 (the date of the indictment), the only possible road which could be said to lie between Dearden Brook and Balladen Brook is the road which passes Horncliffe Top.  (This is confirmed by William Yates’s map of Lancashire which was surveyed only about twenty years after this indictment.)


‘I do not think that there is any significance the fact that the indictment was quashed in 1762.  All this probably means is that the road had actually been repaired between the date of the indictment and July 22nd 1762.  Therefore, at this date the road was clearly regarded as the ‘King’s Highway’ and not merely an occupation road or a footpath.’

1767  Manor of Tottington, lease from John Townsend of Newhallhey to John Haworth  (Lancs. RO DDHCL Liber K, folio 616) (transcript and notes by John Simpson)

‘All that plott of parcel of Ground containing by Estimation Twelve Square Yards of Land be the same more or less as the same is now metted and set out, part of which is already built on with the Liberty to Build upon the residue thereof, Situate lying and being in the South west end or part of a certain field or Close of Land called Sheffieldyate Bank, adjoining to the highway . . . ’ (for notes, see 1834 entry below)

1786, WilliamYates, Map of County Palatine of Lancaster, 1 inch to 1 mile (Lancs. RO)  [SH has better copy – also the date 1781 given on the back of the map is wrong]
Claimed route shown as a cross road (see Yates’s Explanation).  Turnpike road to Haslingden is also shown, but no toll bar at the junction with Gin Croft Lane.  The turnpike to Rawtenstall is not shown.

1789 Estate Plan (Lancashire County Records Office, DDX/118/153/4), photocopy

‘Howorth agst Waburton & Others, Plan by M. Oddie 1789’

Part of claimed route shown at Sheffield Gate east of Horncliffe and described as ‘High Road from Bury to Burnley’.  On plan various quarries are identified in the vicinity of Horncliffe, and listed under the heading ‘References’.  Below these is written:


‘The Lane from the High Road to Plaintiff’s House & thro’ the Fold is very much cut up and damaged.

Higher Croft (a Copy) is much cut up and damaged with Horses, Carts and other Carriages’

1803-5, Extract from the Lancashire County Bridge master’s Map of the Salford Hundred (Lancashire County Record Office, QAR 6/6)

Shows the claimed route from its junction with Michael Wife Lane north, and extending as far as the River Irwell (NB. This map is based on Yates’s map of 1786, and therefore does not show the turnpike road to Rawtenstall.  This was opened in 1795.  Yates’s map and the Bridgemaster’s map both show the Haslingden turnpike, which was opened in 1789.

1818, Christopher Greenwood, Map of the County Palatine of Lancaster, 1818, 1 inch: 1 mile (Lancashire RO website)

Shows northern section of claimed route as a cross road (see Greenwood’s Characteristics) as far as Fish Rake Lane which continues to the turnpike road  (for Fish Rake Lane, see 1930, Geographia, below).

1819, A New Map of the Country round Manchester, published by John Stockdale

Shows the claimed route, Gin Croft Lane, Michael Wife Lane, Fish Rake Lane, Lomax Lane, and the continuation north to join the preturnpike Newchurch–Rawtenstall–Haslingden road.  The 1795 turnpike road to Rawtenstall is not shown, but the 1789 turnpike road to Haslingden is.

1824, A New Map of the Manufacturing District extending 40 Miles by 26 around Manchester with every recent Alteration, engraved by Pigot & Son, published by J. Pigot and W. Dean (Rochdale Local Studies Library, S79)

Pigot & Dean show mail roads, turnpike roads and cross roads.  The claimed route is shown as a cross road from Fish Rake Lane to its junction with New Barn Lane.

1828/1830, G. Hennet (surveyor), Map of the County Palatine of Lancaster, 7½ inches: 10 miles, published by Henry Teesdale, 1830  (Lancashire RO)

Hennet shows turnpike roads and cross roads (see Explanation).  The claimed route shown as part of the cross road from Edenfield to Newchurch.  A toll bar is shown at the junction of Gin Croft Lane and the turnpike road.

1829, Rowe’s Map of Lancashire, published by Henry Teesdale, 1829 (Lancashire CC)

Rowe distinguishes between ‘turnpike roads’ and ‘bye roads’ (see Explanation).  He shows the claimed route as part of the bye road from Edenfield to Newchurch.  The Rawtenstall turnpike road is not shown.

1834  Manor of Tottington, purchase by Richard Cunliffe of Tunstead from Thomas Haworth of Tunstead Lancs. CRO DDHLCL Liber XX, folio 378) (transcript and notes by John Simpson)

‘All that plot or parcel of Ground containing by estimation Twelve square yards of Land be the same more or less as the same was some time since meted and set out.  And also all those three Messuages Cottages or dwelling houses erected and standing thereon or on part thereof and now occupied as five distinct dwellings which said Premises are situate lying and being in the South west end or part of a certain Field or Close of Land called the Sheffield Yate Bank adjoining to the Highway . . .’

‘Notes 
‘These entries from DDHCL Libers K and XX are from the records of the manor of Tottington which included Edenfield, Horncliffe and Balladen.  The Liber K entry [see 1766 above] relates to the creation of a 9 year lease which allowed John Haworth to build on part of a field called “Shellfieldyate Bank” “adjoining the highway”.  The Liber XX entry relates to the sale of the property in 1834 by John Haworth’s son, Thomas.  The cottages which had been built on the land by that date were also described as “adjoining to the Highway”.


‘By reference to the tithe map and schedule for Tottington Higher End (Lancashire Record Office document DRM 1/197) this property can be identified precisely (see accompanying map).  The highway referred to must be the road from Balladen to Horncliffe Top and beyond.’

Attached to the above transcript is an 1848 6-in OS map annotated as follows:  ‘The cottages at Sheffield Gate to which the entries in Libers K and XX refer'

1836 Township Plan drawn by J. Whittle  We need to find the original of this – it looks as though the extract accompanying the 1838 Tithe Apportionment is a copy of the township map.  I presume the Lancs RO reference is DRM 1/197
1836 Plan of Old Horncliffe (tracing) [source of this document?  Is it the township map?]
Shows Burnley & Edenfield Turnpike Road (named) to west and, to east, part of claimed route named as Bury Old Road from White Gate north to ‘plantation’.  Also shown ‘Hey Bottom and Lane’ (the lane referred to in the 1789 Estate Plan)

1838  Tottington  Higher End Tithe Apportionment  This is not of any use as it stands – just a list of plot numbers, and the accompanying tracing doesn’t cover the plots listed in the apportionment.
18?? OS 1-inch Sheet 20 (Lancs. RO) [need to check date and series,  The adjacent sheet to the west  is shown as no. 88, which is an Old Series number. This sheet should be no. 89 NE (at the top of the sheet is printed ‘N.LXX . . .’.   The number on the back of the map is 20, which I think is wrong.  I suspect it is a late state of the Old Series original plate as it has degrees and minutes shown in the margin] 

Shows claimed route in its entirety as a cross road (see OS Characteristics Sheet).

1851 and 1861  Tottington Higher End Census Returns (Public Record Office, HO 107/2249 and RG 9/3059) (transcript and notes by John Simpson)

The claimed route is used as the boundary between enumerators’ districts as follows:

1851:  First district: ‘All that part of the township that lies east of the old highway leading from Edenfield Toll Bar over the Top of Horncliffe to Balladen Brook (including that part [that] is east of Bury Road from Edenfield Toll Bar to Dearden Clough).’ 

1851: Second district:  ‘All that part of the township that lies east of the Edenfield and Burnley Road and West of the old highway above mentioned, beginning at a place called Smith Row and ending at Townsendfold, including Clowes and Balladen Brook.’

1861: First district:  ‘Part of the Township of Tottington Higher End including all that part that lies east of the highway leading from Edenfield Tollgate over top of Horncliffe to Balladen Brook and comprising that part that lies east of Bury Road and south of Bolton Road from Rose Bank on the north side of Dearden Clough Brook to Plunge Mill and Edenfield Toll Gate.’

1861:  Second district:  ‘Part of the township of Tottington Higher End that lies east of the Edenfield turnpike road and west of the old highway leading from Edenfield to Bess Nook commencing at Smith Row and including Sheffield Gate, Balladen Brook and Clowes and ending at Townsend Fold.’

Attached:  OS 6-inch map (date not shown but possibly published between 1841 and 1854; see Paul Hindle.  This needs adding in its own right as an OS map – the first 6-inch shows cross roads.)

1873-96  OS 1-inch Sheet 76 Rochdale and Clitheroe  (Royal Geographical Society)

Claimed route shown as part of a walled (for the most part) third-class (i.e. metalled) road (the road classification as supplied by District Councils is shown in the margin of the map).

1876 Plan of Old Horncliffe (tracing) [source of this document needed – it looks like another township plan]
Shows, on the west, Manchester and Burnley Road (named [check]) with branch to Horncliffe, and, on the east, part of claimed route described as ‘Old Road to Manchester’ past Sheffield Gate, Horncliffe Mount and ????.
1895  Diversion of part of Bury Old Road, Local Board of the District of Ramsbottom . . . who execute the office of Surveyor of Highways within the said District (Lancs. RO QSD 374)  [I can’t locate where this diversion took place – it is not on the claimed route itself]
1930  Geographic Map of Lancashire, pp. 50 and 32

Shows claimed route running via Horncliffe Top, Horncliffe Mount and Balladen.

Other items:

Definitive map 

Township/tithe maps for 1836 and 1876 (County Records)

OS First series (ditto or Local Studies Library)

OS 6-inch first & second editions - 1850s and 1890s (ditto or LSL)

OS 25-inch, first and second editions (County Records)

1910 Finance Act (Public Record Office – SH to order via Frances Prescott)

Transcript of 1622 document
